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the preceding one of 1828, as that itself had been upon the previous one in 1824.
"The result was hailed with general satisfaction, as settling question? of national disturbance, and leaving a clear field, as it was hoped, for future temperate and useful legislation. The vice presidential election also had a point and a lesson in it. Besides concurring with General Jackson in his systems of policy, Mr. Van Buren had, in his own person, questions which concerned himself, and which went to his character as a fair and honorable man. He had been rejected by the Senate as Minister to the Court of Great Britain, under circumstances to give eclat to the rejection, being then at his post, and on accusations of prostituting official station to party intrigue and elevation, and hum-'bling his country before Great Britain to obtain as a favor what was due as a right. He had also been accused of breaking up the friendship between General Jackson and Mr. Calhoun for the purpose of getting a rival out of the way, contriving for that purpose the dissolution of the Cabinet, the resuscitation of the buried question of the punishment of General Jackson in Mr. Monroe's Cabinet, and a system of intrigues to destroy Mr. Calhoun, all brought forward imposingly in senatorial and congressional debates, in pamphlets and periodicals, and in every variety of speech and newspaper publication; and all with the avowed purpose of showing him unworthy to be elected Vice President. Yet he was elected, and triumphantly, receiving the same vote with General Jackson, except that of Pennsylvania, which went to one of her own citizens, William Wilkins, then United States Senator, and afterwards Minister to Russia and Secretary of War. Another circumstance attended this election of ominous character and deriving emphasis from this state of the times. South Carolina refused to vote in it; that is to say, voted with neither party, and threw away her vote upon citizens who Mr. Clay, Mr. Cal-he State banks can be made.
